SWALLOWING STONES

VOCABULARY

Pgs 1-11

	WORD
	Definition (PoS) & Sentence

	dilemma
	a situation requiring a choice between equally undesirable alternatives. (noun)

Michael faces a dilemma of whether he had really killed someone.

	prologue
	a preliminary discourse; a preface or introductory part of a discourse, poem, or novel. (noun)

Swallowing Stones begins with a prologue.

	unsuspecting

suspect noun
suspicion noun
suspecting verb

suspectible, adjective 
unsuspectingly, adverb
	Not having doubt or mistrust (verb)

Michael enjoys his birthday, unsuspecting that he has killed someone.


SWALLOWING STONES

VOCABULARY

Pgs 11-15

	WORD
	Definition (PoS) & Sentence

	involuntary

volunteer noun/verb

voluntary adjective
voluntarily adverb

involuntarily adverb
involuntariness noun
	not voluntary; independent of one's will; not by one's own choice (adjective)

Michael could face a charge of involuntary manslaughter.

	accessory

access  noun
	a person who, though not present during the commission of a felony, is guilty of having aided and abetted another, who committed the felony. (noun)

Joe seems to be willing to be an accessory after the fact.


SWALLOWING STONES

VOCABULARY

Pgs 19-28

	WORD
	Definition (PoS) & Sentence

	autopsy


	inspection and dissection of a body after death, as for determination of the cause of death; postmortem examination (noun/ verb)

An autopsy had been done only hours after the “accident.”



	trajectory

trajection  noun
	the curve described by a projectile, rocket, or the like in its flight. (noun)

The local ballistics team did not have the tools to figure the trajectory of the bullet.


SWALLOWING STONES

VOCABULARY

Pgs 31-36

	WORD
	Definition (PoS) & Sentence

	chaos

chaotic  adjective

chaotically adverb
	a state of utter confusion or disorder; a total lack of organization or order (noun)

At the pool, chaos was everywhere


SWALLOWING STONES

VOCABULARY

Pgs 37-43

	WORD
	Definition (PoS) & Sentence

	circumstances

circumstantial  adjective


	a condition, detail, part, or attribute, with respect to time, place, manner, agent (noun)

Michael, under the circumstances, could not get comfortable.

	preoccupied

preoccupation  noun
	completely engrossed in thought; absorbed. (adjective)

Amy was preoccupied with putting on nail polish.


SWALLOWING STONES

VOCABULARY

Pgs 44-51

	WORD
	Definition (PoS) & Sentence

	plot


	the plan, scheme, or main story of a literary or dramatic work, as a play, novel, or short story (noun)

The plot of Swallowing Stones is divided between two characters.

	obligatory

oblige verb

obligation  noun
	required; mandatory. (adjective)

Michael even had the obligatory can of beer with the rest of the track team.


SWALLOWING STONES

VOCABULARY

Pgs 52-58

	WORD
	Definition (PoS) & Sentence

	visualize

visual adjective/ noun

visualization noun
	to form a mental image of. (verb)

It is important for a reader to visualize the scenes in a story.

	vigil

vigilance noun


	a watch or a period of watchful attention maintained at night or at other times. (noun)

Michael kept a vigil outside Jenna’s house.


SWALLOWING STONES

VOCABULARY

Pgs 61-68

	WORD
	Definition (PoS) & Sentence

	folklore


	the traditional beliefs, legends, customs, etc., of a people; lore of a people.. (noun)

It was a place steeped in mystery and folklore.

	overwhelmed

overwhelm verb


	to overcome completely in mind or feeling. (adjective)

Overwhelmed by the profusion of colored plastic, she reached for the closest container.


SWALLOWING STONES

VOCABULARY

Pgs 68-72

	WORD
	Definition (PoS) & Sentence

	edible

edible noun
unedible, adjective
	fit to be eaten as food; eatable (adjective)

She eyed the soups and casseroles, the edible condolences from neighbors and friends.
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VOCABULARY

Pgs 73-81

	WORD
	Definition (PoS) & Sentence

	reassure

reassurance, noun
	to restore to assurance or confidence (verb)

Jenna shook her head, trying to reassure him.

	unfortunate

noun

unfortunately, adverb
	regrettable or deplorable (adjective)

Then she suddenly realized her unfortunate choice of words.
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VOCABULARY

Pgs 82-92

	WORD
	Definition (PoS) & Sentence

	irrational

rational, noun
	without or deprived of normal mental clarity or sound judgment (adjective)

He would think that she was just some irrational girl.

	incredibly

incredible, adjective
	hard to believe words. (adverb)

It struck her as an incredibly brave thing to do.

	hyperventilating

hyperventilate, verb
	breathe abnormally fast and deep. (verb)

“You were hyperventilating.” Amy told  her.
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	WORD
	Definition (PoS) & Sentence

	impose

impose on [image: image1.png]
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upon  verb
imposition noun
	to thrust oneself offensively upon others; intrude

 (verb)

In spite of his best efforts, he pledged not to impose on her

	fate


	that which is inevitably predetermined; destiny (noun)

You didn’t get to always choose your fate.
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VOCABULARY

Pgs 112-129

	WORD
	Definition (PoS) & Sentence

	preoccupation

preoccupy verb

	act of being absorbed or engrossed to the exclusion of other things (noun)

His preoccupation kept him from having to look at the snide grin on Joe’s face.

	paranoid

paranoia noun
	having a baseless or excessive suspicion of the motives of others (adjective)

“Man, you are really getting paranoid,” said Joe.

	prefix

(noun)
	an affix placed before a base or another prefix, often changes the meaning of a word 
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VOCABULARY

Pgs 133-147

	WORD
	Definition (PoS) & Sentence

	futile

futilely, adverb
futility, noun
	incapable of producing any result; ineffective; useless; not successful

 (adjective)

Brushing off the sand was a futile effort.

	vulnerable

vulnerability noun
	capable of or susceptible to being wounded or hurt, (adjective)

The truth is, it makes me feel vulnerable.

	skeptical

skepticism noun
	showing doubt (adjective)

Jenna was skeptical.
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VOCABULARY

Pgs 148-158

	WORD
	Definition (PoS) & Sentence

	ultimate

noun

ultimatum noun
	final; total

 (adjective)

“The ultimate scheme of things?”

	scheme


	a plan, design, or program of action to be followed;, (noun)

“The ultimate scheme of things?”

	infer

inference(s) noun
	to hint; imply; suggest (verb)
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Pgs 162-174

	WORD
	Definition (PoS) & Sentence

	underestimate


	to make an estimate lower than that which would be correct

(verb)

He had badly underestimated the time it would take.

	fluster (ed)


	to put into a state of agitated (verb)

Amy was obviously flustered by his sudden appearance.

	contaminate

contamination noun
	to make impure or unsuitable by contact (verb)

He didn’t want to contaminate possible evidence.
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Pgs 175-193

	WORD
	Definition (PoS) & Sentence

	potential

potentially adverb
	possible 

(adjective/noun)

That’s forty other potential suspects.

	conspiracy

conspire  verb
	surreptitious plan formulated in secret by two or more persons (noun)

It seemed at some times to be a conspiracy between them..

	harass

harassment noun
	to trouble by repeated attacks (verb)

He made certain that he would not harass Jenna.
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Pgs 194-201

	WORD
	Definition (PoS) & Sentence

	intention

intentional adjective
intentionally adverb
	Possible plan or idea. 

(noun)

It was not his intention to harass Jenna.
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Pgs 205-220

	WORD
	Definition (PoS) & Sentence

	fiasco


	a complete and ignominious failure

(noun)

What if this latest fiasco had dealt the final blow to this relationship?.

	burden
	that which is borne with difficulty; obligation (noun/verb)

He attempted to transfer the burden of his guilt to Joe.

	crucial

crucially, adverb
	involving an extremely important decision or result; decisive (adjective)

Amy had withheld crucial information.
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Pgs 223-232

	WORD
	Definition (PoS) & Sentence

	consciously

conscious adjective 
consciousness noun
	fully aware of or sensitive to something 

(adverb)

I had consciously forgotten about the phone call.


Pgs 233-236

	WORD
	Definition (PoS) & Sentence

	perspective


	fully aware of or sensitive to something 

(noun)

You need to keep this in perspective..

	circumstantial

circumstance noun
	of the nature of a circumstance; secondary; incidental (adjective)
What the police have is barely even circumstantial.
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Pgs 239-245

	WORD
	Definition (PoS) & Sentence

	instincts


	natural intuitive power 

(noun)



	involuntarily

involuntary adjective
voluntary adjective
	not by one's own choice; unintentional (adverb)

They remind him of steel prison bars, and his body shivers involuntarily .
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FIREFLIES

	WORD
	Definition (PoS) & Sentence

	narrative

narrate, verb
	a story or account of events, experiences, or the like, whether true or fictitious. (noun)
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VOCABULARY

REVIEW

	WORD
	Definition (PoS) & Sentence

	rubric

narrate, verb
	any established mode of conduct or procedure; protocol (noun)



	criteria

criterion, noun
	a standard of judgment or criticism; a rule or principle for evaluating or testing something (noun)

	synthesis

synthesize, verb
	the combining of the constituent elements of separate material or abstract entities into a single or unified entity (noun)


